
Main Street’s 
flower shop 
blooms anew 
 
 
STAFF REPORT 

After 50 years as a Main Street staple in 
downtown Marion, Louise’s Flowers is en-
tering a new chapter under the ownership 
of Michelle and Brian Hodge. Not much is 
changing, which is just the way the Hodges 
and their loyal customers want it. 

Longtime owner Teena York, who took 
over the floral shop from her mother, the 
late Louise York, recently passed the baton 
after decades of service and storytelling in 
blossoms. She will remain involved during 
the transition, mentoring Hodge and help-
ing ensure the shop's legacy continues to 
flourish. 

“I’ve always had a passion for flowers and 
events, and this was the perfect opportu-
nity,” said Michelle Hodge, who began 
working at Louise’s during the COVID-19 
pandemic when she lost her job as an oc-
cupational therapist. “Teena taught me 
everything I know, how to arrange, what to 
order, how to run the system.” 

Michelle officially assumed ownership 

last week, but she’s no stranger to the 
business. She’s worked on and off at the 
flower shop for five years, balancing travel 
therapy work with floral design. Now, she’s 
all in with husband Brian handling busi-
ness operations. 

Importantly, much of the shop’s veteran 
staff is staying on. Phyllis Campbell, who 
has worked there for more than a dozen 
years, will remain part-time. Christy Wat-
son, with 10-plus years of experience, re-
turns during peak seasons like Valentine’s 
Day and Mother’s Day. Helen Head contin-
ues to bring her artistry to custom 
grapevine wreaths and funeral work. 

“They know our customers and the com-
munity,” Michelle said, noting that the 
shop is ready to serve for the holidays, me-
morials, celebrations, literally all of life’s  
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Reminder: New tax 
rates for employees 

Local employers are reminded to 
adjust payroll withholdings fol-
lowing recent tax rate in-
creases enacted by both 
Crittenden County and the 
City of Marion. Effective 
July 1, the payroll and net 
profits tax rates for both 
the city and county rose to 
1.5%. The county rate tripled from 
its previous 0.5% and the city’s 
rate doubled from 0.75%. Employ-
ers are required to withhold the 
new rates from wages earned 
within either jurisdiction. 

 

Candidate must first file 
before they announce 

As the start date of the filing pe-
riod for candidates in the 2026 
elections nears, Crittenden County 
Clerk Daryl Tabor reminds 
prospective candidates of cam-
paign finance laws. The Kentucky 
Registry of Election Finance (KREF) 
requires all candidates to register 
their campaign before beginning 
any related activities, even an-
nouncing their candidacy. Candi-
date filing period begins Nov. 5. 

While candidates for state and 
federal office often mention ex-
ploring a run for office, this differs 
from announcing your intent to 
run, even on social media… even 
if you have not raised any money 
or do not intend to spend money. 
The same rule applies from judge-
executive down to conservation 
district supervisor. Violation of 
election finance laws can result in 
felony charges. 

The first step is to register your 
campaign at KREF.ky.gov. A 
downloadable guide is available 
online. Questions about election 
finance should be directed to KREF 
at 502-573-2226. 

  
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Marion Code Enforcement 
Board meets at 5 p.m., Monday, 
July 14 at city hall. 

•Livingston County Board of 
Education meets at 5 p.m., Mon-
day, July 14 at the central office. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
meets at 9 a.m., the Tuesday, July 
15 at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
meets at 8:30 a.m., at Thursday, 
July 17 at the county office com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets for a working 
session at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 
15 at Rocket Arena. 

•Marion City Council meets 
Monday, July  21 at city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, July  21 at city 
hall. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, July 22 at the 
Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, July 22 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, July 24 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street. 
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Up in smoke 
Tolu sends 
clear message 

 
Well, friend, if you missed the 

shindig down in Tolu on July 5, 
you might as well turn your cal-
endar back and try again next 
year because that lit-
tle Ohio River hamlet 
pulled off one of the 
best Independence 
Day celebrations this 
side of the Mason-
Dixon, and they did it 
without a hitch, a 
fuss or a single frown 
in sight. 

Around 2,500 folks 
poured into the river-
bottom community for what’s be-
come a downright legendary 
gathering. And by all accounts, 
not a soul left disappointed, 
bruised or bored. In today’s 
world, where big-city flash often 
fizzles, Tolu lit up the night sky, 
and hearts, like it was the 
Fourth of July itself, just a day 
late and right on time. 

See, down here in the South 
we don’t need velvet ropes or VIP 
passes. We’ve got pickup trucks 
turned into bleachers, corn hole 
instead of country clubs and a 
welcome as warm as a skillet of 
blackberry cobbler on the church 
potluck table. By the way, 
berries are ready to be picked 
now.  

Yep, what others might call 
backwoods, we call back home 
and Tolu is the place where 
many families reunite for the 
Fourth celebration. 

Hats off to the Tolu crew, in-
cluding folks like Barkley 
Hughes, Dan and Hope Kemper, 
Wayne Miller, Ken Westgate, Tim 
and Brandie Binkley, Brian 
Guess, Misty Hicks, Mandi and 
Graham Shuecrat, Logan Shue-
crat, Barrett Sherer, Kevin and 
Dustin Wheeler, Larry and 
Neoma Tinsley, Jim Dalton, Jay 
Dalton, Ted Dalton, Mickey 
Crider, Christie Hughes, David 
Stone, Jared Stone, Ethan Stone, 
Eddie Owen Tinsley and the Tolu 
Fire Department to name a few. 
They are tireless volunteers who 
turned what started out as a 
launch pad made of plywood and 
bottle rockets in the early 2000s 
into one of western Kentucky’s 
grandest traditions. Thanks to 
local sponsors, civic groups and 
even a band of helpers from 
Florida who keep coming back 
year after year, Tolu doesn’t just 
celebrate, it smokes! 

The food? Finger-lickin’. The 
crowd? Peaceful and proud. The 
fireworks? Well, let’s just say 
they painted the riverbank with 
joy and memory. And the best 
part? No drama, no disasters, 
just neighbors being neighbors, 
laughing kids riding swings and 
the merry-go-round til they had 
blisters and grown-ups remem-
bering what community really 
means. 

So to those who might not un-
derstand why anyone’d travel 
across counties, or even states, 
for a festival in a town with two 
blocks and not much else, let me 
put it plain: It’s as cool and sat-
isfying as a glass of sweet tea on 
a steamy July night by the river. 
And twice as tasty. 

Told Barrett Sherer that next 
year I’d like a ticket to his pool 
party. He has the only in-ground 
concrete pond in all of Tolu. 
Seemed to be a popular spot 
until sundown. 

Here’s to Tolu, where patriot-
ism pops, fellowship flows and 
small-town life proves once again 
it’s the best-kept secret in Amer-
ica. 

 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman since 

1979, has been editor of The Press for 
more than 30 years and is the author of 
South of the Mouth of Sandy, a true story 
about crime along the Tennessee River. 
You can find it on Amazon or wherever 
books are sold. 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

Since going digital in 
April, Early Bird views 
have eclipsed a half a 
million. Join the wave. 
See the Bird online at 
EarlyBirdKy.com.

STAFF REPORT 
“From 2 to 89” is the 

aptly titled new memoir by 
Marion native Gordon Blue 
Guess, a name synony-
mous with banking, base-
ball and civic leadership in 
Crittenden County.  

Now 89, Guess has pub-
lished an insightful and 
anecdotal account of his 
life, much of it captured 
with the help of his daugh-
ter, Elizabeth Guess 
Rohrecker, who works in 
marketing for Little, Brown 
& Company (a division of 
the French publishing 
house Hachette) in 
Chicago. 

Guess began jotting 
down memories in early 
2021, and believed he was 
finished shortly after turn-
ing 86 years old, but the 
book’s title was eventually 
changed to reflect his con-
tinued writing through age 
89. The result is a nearly 
150-plus page hardback 
memoir filled with stories, 
snapshots and reflections 
that offer both humor and 
insight into a bygone era of 
rural Kentucky life and be-

yond. 
“I just wrote it down as I 

remembered it,” said 
Guess, who penned much 
of the book on yellow legal 
pads.  

Elizabeth, his youngest 
child, took the reins on or-
ganizing and editing.  

“I had him read them 
aloud over the phone to me 
as I typed because it was 
easier than trying to read 
his handwriting,” she said. 
“He would mail me new 
stories as he thought of 
them.” 

Guess’s legacy looms 
large in Marion. He served 
as president of The Peoples 
Bank from 1972 to 2007, 

represented the region on 
the St. Louis District Fed-
eral Reserve Board, helped 
to found what became the 
Ohio Valley Collegiate 
Baseball League and had 
the high school baseball 
field named in his honor. A 
lifelong Republican, he 
twice attended national 
conventions and once 
shared an elevator ride 
with Muhammad Ali. 

The memoir includes re-
flections on friendships 
with major political figures 
like Sen. Mitch McConnell 
and Hal Rogers, and even 
mentions brushes with 
George H.W. Bush, Babe 
Ruth and Rudy Giuliani. 

Reminiscent of the late 
Dean Akridge’s memoir 
from Fredonia, Guess’s 
book is filled with vignettes 
that recall a simpler time 
and honor the deep roots of 
his Blue and Guess family 
lineage in Tolu and Marion. 
The book traces his youth 
in downtown Marion, mili-
tary academy in Ten-
nessee, studies at 
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Michelle Hodge takes the reins of Louise’s Flower Shop as ownership leaves the York 
family for the first time in 50 years.

Teena York is pictured with her late mother 
Louise York in this Crittenden Press news-
paper photo from back in 1975.

Guess publishes memoirs 
of life in Marion and beyond
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Deaths
Cronin

Danny Lovell Cronin, 
76, of Marion, died Fri-
day, July 4, 2025 at Bap-
tist Health in Paducah.  
He retired from Arkema 
in Calvert City.  He was 
of the Baptist faith.

Surviving are sever-
al cousins, nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Edith 
Tabor Cronin; his par-
ents, Chester and Agnes 
Utley Cronin; a brother, 
Larry Cronin; and a sis-
ter, Gloria Cronin.

Services were Wednes-
day, July 9 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial  
in Shady Grove Ceme-
tery.

Franks
Geneva Gahagen 

Franks, 100, of Laurens, 
S.C., and wife of the late 
Raymond D. Franks, died 
Saturday, June 28, 2025 
at PRISMA 
L a u r e n s 
County Hos-
pital. She 
was born 
Oct. 9, 1924, 
in Kentucky, 
daughter of 
the late El-
mer and Ella Gahagen. 
She was a resident of Mar-
tha Franks Baptist Retire-
ment Community where 
she enjoyed an active 
life. She was a member of 
First Christian Church in 
Sun City, Ariz. For three 
years during World War 
II, Franks worked as a 
Rosie the Riveter for the 

wings of the FYU Course 
Aircraft.

Surviving are two chil-
dren, Barbara (David) 
Lynn of Georgia and Lar-
ry (Pollyanna) Franks of 
Laurens; four grandchil-
dren, Taunjia Lynn, Kara 
Campbell (Merle), Corey 
Franks, and Laura Reve-
les; seven great-grandchil-
dren, Lorrin, Christopher, 
Morgan, Andrew, Emily, 
Aurelia, and Camilo; and 
six great-great-grandchil-
dren.

In addition to her hus-
band and parents, Franks 
was preceded in death by 
three brothers and two 
sisters.

 A graveside service was 
held at 10 a.m., Wednes-
day, July 16 at Mapleview 
Cemetery.  Gilbert Funer-
al Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

No matter what service you choose, you 
can always be assured of receiving 
compassionate, superior service, 

exceptional facilities and local people 
tending to every detail.

Just like our families have for over 120 Years

212 East Main Street • Salem, KY • (270) 988-3131

Funerals, Cremation, Pre-Planning and Monuments Since 1902

Brandon
DeBoe

Funeral Director & 
Embalmer, Licensed 

Pre-Need Agent, 
Monument Specialist

Andy
Fox

Owner, Funeral 
Director & 

Embalmer, Licensed 
Pre-Need Agent, 

Monument Specialist

BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Thursday, July 10
•The Virgil Jones VFW in Marion will have 
a meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the VFW building 
located at 412 North College St. Refreshments 
will be served.
• There will be a Carbon Market Webinar at 
the Crittenden County Exension of昀ce starting 
at 11:30 a.m.
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the 
Crittenden County Senior Center.
• Summertime Fun is the theme for July 
activities at Livingston Hospital New 
Beginnings, which offers individual and group 
therapy, medication management and other 
services for older adults. New Beginnings 
will offer activities from 10 a.m.-noon at the 
Crittenden County Public Library.

Monday, July 14
• WITS workout begins at 1 p.m. at the 
Crittenden County Public Library.
• Friends Forever meets at 5:30 p.m. at the 

Crittenden County Extension Annex.
Tuesday, July 15
• There will be a 4-H Council Meeting at 8:05 
a.m. at the Crittenden County Extension 
Annex.
• Crittenden County Elementary SBDM will 
meet at 2 p.m.

Wednesday, July 16
• Walk in the Park will start at 3 p.m. at the 
City-County Park.

Thursday, July 17
• New Beginnings will offer activities from 
10 a.m.-noon at the Caldwell County Public 
Library.
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the 
Crittenden County Senior Center.

Friday, July 18 
• An Ice Cream Social will be held at New 
Beginnings’ of昀ce in Salem from 1-2:30 p.m.

Community Calendar
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s meetings in this free, weekly community calendar. 

New signs installed at the park
Two new patriotic signs situated at various locations at Marion City-County Park 
were installed by by Challengers Extension club, Marion VFW and the City of 
Marion Tourism Commission. Some of those who helped with the project are 
(from left) Micki and Tom Crider, Ron and Sue Ledford, Bonnie Pugh, Janet Ste-
vens and Carolyn Pugh.

A fundraising event to 
help assist with medical 
expenses will be held 
Friday, Aug. 1 for Cap-
tain Dakota Adamson, a 
volunteer with the Crit-
tenden County Volunteer 
Fire Department.

Donation buckets will 
be placed around several 
pieces of big equipment 
and emergency vehicles 
that children can get up 
close and personal to, 
and even honk the horn 
and 昀ash the lights.

All donations will be 
provided to the Adamson 
family. Donations may 
also be deposited into an 

account in his name at 
Farmers Bank in Mari-
on. The event at the fair-
grounds Aug. 1 is being 

sponsored by the Crit-
tenden County Volunteer 
Fire Department.

Flash the lights, honk the horns—for Captain Adamson

Several Crittenden County Extension 
events pertaining to summer activities and 
the Crittenden County Lions Fair are upcom-
ing through August.

•Garden exhibits to be entered into the Li-
ons Club fair – including 10 classes ranging 
from tomatoes to the largest vegetable and 
best house plant – will be accepted July 29 
from 11-3 p.m.

•The Crittenden County Agriculture/Rural 
Leadership Hall of Fame has closed its nom-
ination acceptance period. The recipient of 
the 2026 award will be named at the County 
Fair Breakfast at 7 a.m., Friday. Aug.1.

•The Crittenden County Hay Quality 
Contest is accepting entries on July 25. For 
complete rules, contact Dee Heimgartner 
at the Crittenden County Extension of昀ce at 
(270) 965-5236.

•Farmers can participate in the Extension 
Service’s Rinse & Return program from 9-11 
a.m., Wednesday, July 30 at the Crittenden 
County Extension Service. Containers must 
be triple rinsed before they are accepted to 

be recycled by the Kentucky Department of 
Education.

•A fall garden class is at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, July 24 at the Crittenden County 
Extension Annex. The class will provide the 
basics for growing fall vegetables.

•On Aug. 5, the Extension Service will 
present a program at 11 a.m., titled Grow 
Your Own Broccoli. 

•A University of Kentucky Soybean and 
Tobacco Field Day will be held from 8a .m.-
noon, Tuesday, July 22 at the UK farm at 
300 Extension Farm Rd., in Princeton. Top-
ics include agronomics and economics and 
will include discussions on soil, corn disease 
concerns and tobacco.

•The University of Kentucky Beef and For-
age Field Day begins at noon, Tuesday, July 
22 at the Princeton Extension farm. Forage 
plot tours and innovative beef feeding strate-
gies are among the programs.

For information about these and other 
programs, contact the Crittenden County 
Extension Service at (270) 965-5236.

Extension offers full slate of summer ag and fair events

The American Red 
Cross is calling on the 
public to donate blood 
or platelets immediately, 
with Type O blood espe-
cially needed to meet de-
mand on hospital shelves 
this summer.

Seasonal travel, holi-
days and severe weath-
er can all hamper col-
lection efforts, making 
donation appointments 
vital to maintaining a 
stable blood supply. The 
Red Cross stressed the 
importance of keeping 
appointments to ensure 

lifesaving products are 
available for trauma vic-
tims and others in ur-
gent need.

All blood types are wel-
come, and donors can 
learn their blood type af-
ter giving. Appointments 
can be made at Red-
CrossBlood.org, by call-
ing 1-800-RED CROSS 
or through the Blood Do-
nor App.

To thank donors, those 
who give by July 14 will 
receive exclusive Red 
Cross x goodr sunglass-
es, while supplies last. 

From July 15–31, donors 
will receive a Fandango 
Movie Reward.

Eligible donors must 
be at least 17 (or 16 with 
parental consent where 
allowed), weigh at least 
110 pounds, and be in 
good health. High school-
aged donors must also 
meet height and weight 
requirements.

Donors can save time 
by completing pre-do-
nation steps in advance 
through RapidPass® 
at RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass.

Be a Summer Lifesaver: Red Cross 
Seeks Blood Donors Amid Shortage

KENTUCKY TODAY
Planning is underway 

for a new judicial center in 
Caldwell County that will 
improve court services, 
enhance security and 
provide modern space for 
court operations. 

Kentucky Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Deb-
ra Hembree Lambert has 
announced the members 
of the Caldwell Project 
Development Board (PDB) 
and provided the board 
notice to proceed on the 
project. PDBs oversee 
court construction proj-
ects as outlined by Judi-
cial Branch procedures. 

Using a project devel-
opment board ensures 
that county and court of-
昀cials have input on key 
aspects of the project, 
including site selection, 
design and hiring of an 
architect and contractor. 
The board is comprised of 
County Judge/Executive 
William Dakota Young, 
Circuit Court Judge Na-
talie White, District Court 
Judge Roger Brandon 
Knoth, Circuit Court Clerk 
Christie Storm, and attor-
neys Jill Giordano and 
Serieta Jaggers. Advisory 
members include County 

Attorney Roy Massey IV 
and representatives from 
the Administrative Of昀ce 
of the Courts. 

“This project represents 
an important investment 
in the people of Caldwell 
County,” Lambert said. “A 
secure and ef昀cient facil-
ity is essential to serving 
the community and en-
suring the fair adminis-
tration of justice.”  

The Kentucky Gener-
al Assembly authorized 
the project as part of the 
current Judicial Branch 
biennial budget. Cald-
well County will own the 
new judicial center while 
the AOC will pay for its 
construction and main-
tenance through the Ju-
dicial Branch budget. 

The project is estimated 
to cost $33.1 million and 
will be fully funded by the 
state through annual debt 
service payments of up to 
$2.8 million.

“After several years of 
working cooperatively 
with local and state judi-
cial and legislative lead-
ers to obtain funding, 
the recent establishment 
of a project development 
board to oversee planning 
and construction of a new 
justice center marks the 
beginning of a promising 
new chapter in the rich 
history of Caldwell Coun-
ty,” said Justice Christo-
pher Shea Nickell, who 
serves the 1st Supreme 
Court District, which in-
cludes Caldwell County. 

New judicial center promises more efficient courts in Caldwell Co.



STAFF REPORT 
During her monthly 

superintendent’s report 
late last month, Tonya 
Driver told Crittenden 
County Board of Educa-
tion members that effec-
tive July 1 teachers and 
staff will begin receiving 
a 2 percent raise, which 
was approved in May.  

Staff raises will include 
school nurses employed 
by the district. 

In previous years, Crit-
tenden County Schools 
contracted two nurses 
and a clerical position 
through area health de-
partments. Nurses’ con-
tracts are being 
increased to 8 hours per 
day for 180 days, an in-
crease over their previ-
ous 7.5 contracted 
hours. 

Beginning July 1, 
nurses employed by the 
district will for bill Medi-
caid reimbursements, 
Driver said. 

One nurse serves Crit-
tenden County Elemen-
tary School; the other 
serves students at Crit-
tenden County middle 
and high school. There 
will be no full-time cleri-
cal staff. 

In other business, the 
board: 

•Approved a Horizons 
Club trip to Japan March 
31-April 7, 2027. Club 
sponsor Howard Suggs 
said having longer to pre-
pay for the trip may in-
crease student 
participation. He re-
ported that 32 students 
are going to London, 
Paris and Rome in 2026. 

“Planning ahead 
makes it easier because 
it allows people to make 
smaller monthly pay-
ment if thye pay over a 
longer period of time, and 
if we lock it in by the end 
of June it’s cheaper.” 

•Approved $4,000 per 
student annual tuition 
for out-of-state students. 
Driver said a Cave In 
Rock family looking to 
move to Crittenden 
County has expressed in-
terest in enrolling their 
student. Kentucky pays 
school districts about 
$4,300 per student in 
Support Educational Ex-
cellence in Kentucky 
(SEEK) funding. Out-of-
state residents do not 

qualify for Kentucky 
SEEK funding; however, 
the district can assess 
tuition. 

•Accepted a $5,000 do-
nation from the Critten-
den County Coalition for 
a Drug Free Community 
to be used for School Re-
source Officer salaries. 

•Approved first reading 
of policy updates and a 
review of administrative 
procedures, which will be 
explained in full at the 
July 15 working session 
by board attorney Roy 
Massey IV. 

•Approved the $95,000 
21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Center’s 
memorandum of agree-
ment for continued fund-
ing of the Crosswalk 
Learning Academy from 
July 1, 2025-Sept. 30, 
2026. 

•Approved adding mid-
dle school baseball as a 
spring sport to take the 
place of the freshmen 
baseball team since op-
portunities have not pre-
viously existed for middle 
school boys interested in 
baseball. 

July and August bring 
long summer days with 
plenty of sunshine but 
also heat and humidity, 
with some days being 
dangerously hot. The 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) 
states, “Did you know 
around the world ex-
tremely hot days have 
become more frequent 
and intense since the 
1950s?”   

These extreme temper-
atures bring potential 
dangers to us all but es-
pecially to those who 
work outside, the very 
old, the very young, and 
pets or animals who are 
outdoors. 

FEMA recommends the 
following list of ways to 
stay cool during hot 
summer months. 

Check the forecast. Be-
fore making plans, check 
your local forecast to see 
if there’s an excessive 
heat advisory. An exces-
sive heat warning is is-
sued up to a day before 
extremely dangerous 
heat conditions start. An 
excessive heat watch is 
issued when conditions 
are favorable for exces-
sive heat in the next 24 
to 72 hours. A heat advi-
sory is issued within 12 
hours before dangerous 
heat conditions are ex-
pected. 

Never leave pets or peo-
ple in a car. Did you 
know when it’s only 80 
degrees, your car’s inte-
rior can reach 118 de-
grees in just 20 minutes? 
Leaving anyone in a 

parked car on warm days 
is dangerous. Infants 
and children are espe-
cially in danger of getting 
heat stroke or dying.  

Drink water. Keep 
yourself and your pets 
hydrated. Drink more 
fluids, regardless of how 
active you are. Don’t wait 
u n t i l 
y o u ’ r e 
thirsty to 
drink.   

Find air 
condition-
ing. If your 
home does 
not have 
air condi-
tioning, go 
to a shop-
ping mall 
or public 
library. Even a few hours 
spent in air conditioning 
can help your body stay 
cooler when you go back 
into the heat. While elec-
tric fans may provide 
comfort, when the tem-
perature is in the high 
90s, they will not prevent 
heat-related illness.   

Keep your house cool. 
You can keep your house 
cooler by insulating it 
and covering your win-
dows with drapes or 
shades. Use window re-
flectors such as alu-
minum foil-covered 
cardboard to reflect heat 
back outside.   

Dress appropriately 
and wear sunscreen. 
Sunburn affects your 
body’s ability to cool 
down and can make you 
dehydrated. If you must 
go outdoors, protect 

yourself from the sun by 
wearing loose, light-
weight, light-colored 
clothes, a wide-brimmed 
hat, and sunglasses. Put 
on a broad-spectrum 
sunscreen of SPF 15 or 
higher 30 minutes before 
going outside during the 
day.  Sunscreen wears 
off, so reapply every two 
hours and after swim-
ming, sweating, or towel-
ing off. 

Avoid strenuous activi-
ties. High heat and out-
door activities don’t 
always mix well. Try to 
limit your outdoor activ-
ity to when it’s coolest: 
morning and evening 
hours. Take frequent 
breaks in shady areas so 
your body has a chance 
to recover. 

Check on your family 
and friends. Older 
adults, children, and 
people with chronic med-
ical conditions are at 
high risk from heat-re-
lated injury and death. 

Eat light. Hot, heavy 
meals add heat to your 
body. 

If you do notice any 
heat-related illnesses, 
such as heat stroke, heat 
cramps, and heat ex-
haustion, seek a cool 
place and immediate 
medical attention (as 
needed). 

As our climate patterns 
become more unpre-
dictable, take steps to be 
more aware of the 
weather to keep you and 
your community safe and 
healthy.    
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MARION POLICE activity report 
  Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
June 2025 to the same month in 2024. The chart also includes the previous month’s totals, 
year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                          JUNE              MAY              JUNE                 2024       2024 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2025         2025            2024           YR TOTALS       AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service 

2,329 
14 
10 
5 
7 
6 
2 

10 
23 
38 
11 
0 
3 

77 
215

2,930 
11 
8 
7 
5 
4 
0 
6 
4 
2 
9 
0 
9 

55 
250

2,383 
13 
16 
7 

18 
16 
1 
2 

20 
45 
4 
1 
9 

66 
215

1,962.1 
12.5 
7.3 
4.0 
6.8 
9.3 
0.2 
4.3 

17.7 
23.8 
4.6 
0.1 
5.8 

60.0 
214.8

23,545 
150 
88 
48 
81 
112 
2 

51 
212 
285 
55 
1 

69 
720 

2,578

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY

Rebecca  
WOODALL 
EXTENSION AGENT 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

Livingston County families can apply 
for the 2025–2026 Preschool and Head 
Start programs during a screening 
event on Friday, Aug. 1. 

Screenings will be held by appoint-
ment only from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
the Livingston Hospital Community 
Center. Parents should call 270-928-
2111 to schedule an appointment and 
leave a message to receive a callback. 

Children who are 3 or 4 years old on 
or before Aug. 1, 2025, may be eligible. 
Required documentation includes proof 
of income, immunization certificate, 
birth certificate, medical insurance 
card, and Social Security card. Families 
with a SNAP card are asked to bring it 
as well. 

For more information, contact the 
Livingston County Board of Education.

A community Bingo fundraiser to 
support the Crittenden County Senior 
Center is set for 5 p.m. Thursday, July 
17 at the center located at 210 North 
Walker St. 

Organizers are inviting the public to 
attend the event, which includes a $10 
entry fee  and a light dinner. Several 

local businesses have pledged dona-
tions to help make the evening a suc-
cess. 

Proceeds will benefit ongoing pro-
grams and services offered by the sen-
ior center. Everyone is welcome. For 
more information, call 270-965-5229.

Crittenden County 
Schools recently pub-
lished a notice reminding 
parents of a new policy 
for administering over-
the-counter (OTC) med-
ications at school, 
effective with the 2025-
2026 school year. 

Under updated Ken-
tucky Department of Ed-

ucation guidelines, stu-
dents can no longer be 
given medications such 
as Tylenol, ibuprofen, 
cough drops or antacids 
at school without a writ-
ten order from a licensed 
medical provider and 
signed parental consent. 

Parents are encour-
aged to download the re-

quired form and take it to 
their child’s next medical 
appointment. Once 
signed, the completed 
form should be returned 
to the school. 

Printed copies are also 
available at the Critten-
den County Schools Cen-
tral office.

You can tell it’s getting close to fair time when Shelby Belt and crew are out dressing 
up the fairgrounds. Belt was driving the track hoe offloading 80 concrete barriers 
donated to the Lions Club to help improve safety during fair events like the demoli-
tion derby. Pictured on the trailer are Jared Belt and Ben McConnell of Kentucky 
American Seed, another fair benefactor. The barriers weigh about 8,000 pounds 
apiece. Feature events for the fair begin on July 26 with the tractor and truck pulls. 
Beauty pageants are July 29 and the 4-H Breakfast Aug. 1. A car show and demoli-
ition derby are Aug. 2. 

On 80-degree day inside 
heat in car can reach 118

Teachers, staff get 2% raise, 
out-of-state tuition set at $4K

At school, OTC medications require doctor’s order

Livingston registering for head start, preschool

STAFF REPORT 
Area farmers stand to 

gain significantly from 
Gov. Andy Beshear’s an-
nouncement last Thurs-
day of a $5.7 million 
Team Kentucky invest-
ment in public riverport 
projects across the com-
monwealth, with the Ed-
dyville Riverport and 
Industrial Development 
Authority receiving more 
than $840,000 to sup-
port ongoing growth and 
infrastructure upgrades. 

The riverport is a key 
part of the area’s infra-
structure supporting 
agriculture, particularly 
for transporting grain 
and fertilizer. 

Eddyville Riverport re-
ceived $750,000 from the 
construction and mainte-
nance fund for its ongo-
ing Dolphin Project, 
which involves the instal-
lation of mooring dol-
phins, offshore 
structures used to secure 
barges. An additional 
$91,928 was awarded for 
a paving project totaling 
$183,876, aimed at im-
proving traffic flow and 
safety within the port 

area. 
Accord-

ing to 
p r o j e c t 
g u i d e -
lines, eli-
g i b l e 
g r a n t s 
are re-
served for 
new con-
struction 
or major repairs to river-
port infrastructure such 
as docks, wharves, load-
ing equipment, roads, 
rail access, storage build-
ings and related facilities, 
not for routine mainte-
nance. 

Amanda Davenport, 
executive director of the 
Eddyville Riverport and 
Industrial Development 
Authority, said these in-
vestments come as the 
port prepares for a signif-
icant expansion, with 
work expected to begin 
next spring or summer 
on a new water inlet. 

Groundwork for this 
expansion was laid in 
2022 when the port re-
ceived a federal Port      
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Program (PIDP) 

grant to construct the 
new inlet, approximately 
300 feet long, 110 feet 
wide and 30 feet deep, on 
Lake Barkley at Cumber-
land River Mile 43. That 
addition will increase the 
available waterfront for 
loading and unloading. 

State funds have also 
supported the installa-
tion of four new mooring 
dolphins, expanding the 
port’s current capabili-
ties of three loading cells 
and eight fleeting cells. 

“With this expansion, 
we’ll be able to double, or 
possibly even quadruple, 
the number of barges we 
can handle at one time,” 
said Davenport. “This is 
a game-changer for in-
dustry in western Ken-
tucky.” 

The funding an-
nounced last week is the 
final round of awards as 
part of a $2 million allo-
cation announced in 
2022. 

Davenport hopes the 
paving project to improve 
land ingress and egress 
will be finished by har-
vest time this fall. 

Area ag industry will benefit 
from riverport project funding

Davenport

Bingo to support senior center

BOOK 
Continued from page 1 

Vanderbilt University and into his career in 
banking and interests in politics. A vast num-
ber of local individuals are mentioned in the 
book as Guess recalls stories and events in 
Marion and beyond. 

Copies will soon be available through 
Barnes & Noble. A copy will also be placed in 
the Crittenden County Public Library.



Area students on 
WKCTC honor rolls 

Here are the students from 
Crittenden, Livingston, Lyon, 
and Caldwell counties in Ken-
tucky who made the President’s 
Honor List and Dean’s List for 
the Spring 2025 semester at 
West Kentucky Community and 
Technical College: 

Crittenden County 
President’s List, full-time 

Jennifer Daugherty 
Candice Draper 
William Peek 
Jessie Potter 
G’anna Sizemore 

President’s List, part-time 
Adam Beavers 
Connie Caylor 
Parker Kayse 
Alexis Tolley 
Elle Wallace 

Dean’s List, full-time 
Stephanie Camp 
Alaina Driver 
Hannah Faughn 
Kekoa Kuamoo 
Matthew Nesbitt 
Kayla Silcox 

Dean’s List, part-time 
Kaitlyn Amaya 
 

Livingston County 
President’s List, full-time 

Codey Bailey 
Madison Bartholomew 
Keely Conner 
Sierrah Eklund-Stytz 
Jody Gingerich 
Constance Johnson 
Gabriel Lawless 
Aaliyah Presscott 
Julie Rushing 
Derek Russell 
Sydnie Wood 

President’s List, part-time 
Joy Abell 
Jason Culver 
Chelsey Culver 
Rylee Culver 
Stephanie Grim 
Jimilin Grogan 
Brittany Hamblin 
Brenden Mitchell 
Lauren Shea 
Jenna Swift 
Babi Wood 
Aidan Wyatt 

Dean’s List, full-time 
Abbigail Davis 
Molley Dunkerson 
Tina Dunkerson 
Thomas Jackson 
Rebecca Lowrance 
Sy McDonald 
Jared Seely 
Charles Seely 
River Stalion 
Danyelle Thompson 
Katherine Wright 

Dean’s List, part-time 
Anthony Rinella 
Lyon County 

President’s List, full-time: 
Victoria Conger 
Frank Coronado 
Michaela Johansen 
Michael McQueen 
Dallas Oliver 
Hunter Patterson 
Jonathan Quan 
Kaylin Stewart 
Derald Weeks 

President’s List, part-time 
Kyra Craft 
Aaron Garner 
April Grace Higgins 
Amber Marshall 
Ashlee Morgan 
Jake Neely 

Dean’s List, full-time 
Carlos Coronado 
Rebecca Dowell 
William Fultz 
Deven Guess 
Anna Knight 
Haylee O'Daniel 
Jessica Ohara 
Dhyan Patel 
Pamela Pinnegar 
Hanna Reed 
Madison Russell 
Hannah Suarez 
Kendell Tobey 

Dean’s List, part-time 
Katie Ladd 
Ella Patterson 
 

Caldwell County 
President’s List, full-time 

Danny Hall Jr. 
Ariel Mayan 
William Paul 
Michaelyn Sample 
Ali Southard 
Harley Watson 

President’s List, part-time 
Chantel Goldsberry 
Faith Gossum 
Mariah Hall 
Gavin Peek 

Dean’s List, full-time 
Savannah Beckwith 
Rianynn Carson 
Brad Gerke 
Iri Harkness 
Corbin Nichols 

Izabella Oliver 
Michael Oney 
William Riggle 
Kadin Riley 
Jesseka Sadler 
Allison Turashev 

Dean’s List, part-time 
Laura McKinney 
Kaylabeth Mendoza 

 

Former fire chief is 
in trouble in Sturgis 

 A former fire chief in Union 
County has been indicted for 
allegedly misappropriating tens 
of thousands of dollars from 
the department he once led. 

Attorney General Russell 
Coleman and 5th Judicial Cir-
cuit Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Zac Greenwell announced last 
Thursday that a Union County 
Grand Jury indicted Chad 
Cullen, 41, of Sturgis, on one 
count of Abuse of Public Trust 
over $10,000 but less than 
$100,000, a Class C felony. 

According to the indictment, 
Cullen, who served as Sturgis 
Fire Chief, is accused of divert-
ing department funds for per-
sonal use from January 2022 
through December 2024.  

Reporting by the Evansville 
TV station channel 14, court 
documents allege that he failed 
to make required deposits and 
instead used the money for 
“personal purchases and non-
authorized expenditures,” with 
more than $50,000 allegedly 
stolen during that three-year 
period. 

Cullen was arrested on July 2 
and was lodged in the Webster 
County Jail under a $10,000 
cash bond. 

He is scheduled to be ar-
raigned in Union Circuit Court 
on July 14 at 9 a.m., before 
Judge Daniel M. Heady. 

Due to Kentucky Supreme 
Court rules on trial publicity, 
officials said they are limited in 
the information they can re-
lease publicly. The charge, they 
say, is an allegation, and Cullen 
is presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in court. 

 

Woman killed in  
boating accident 

A woman was killed and a 
man injured in a two-boat col-
lision last Wednesday afternoon 
near Jonathan Creek on Ken-
tucky Lake. 

Marshall County Coroner 
Kenny Pratt told the Kentucky 
Star that the crash occurred as 
two boats approached the 
Jonathan Creek boat ramp. One 
vessel had slowed while enter-
ing the bay, but a second boat 
remained on plane and failed 
to see the slower craft in time 
to avoid a collision. The faster 
boat reportedly ran over the 
top of the other. 

A man and woman were 
ejected from the struck vessel, 
the Star reported. Both were 
taken to Marshall County Hos-
pital, where the woman died 
from her injuries. 

Marshall County Rescue 
Squad, South and East Marshall 
Fire Departments and Marshall 
County EMS responded to the 
scene. The incident remains 
under investigation. 

 

Schools taking big hit 
on insurance increases 

Commercial and workers 
compensation insurance poli-
cies for Crittenden County 
Schools are being hit with a 
22.3% increase.  

Property insurance is in-
creasing by 3.7%; however, 
most notably is an 185% in-
crease in educators liability in-
surance and an 86% bump in 
automobile insurance. 

The district’s policies are 
through Higgins Insurance of 
Hopkinsville. 

“Our agent will be here in 
July to present information,” 
Superintendent Tonya Driver 
said. “He explained it was an 
anomaly that we were getting 
educators liability insurance as 
cheap as we were before.” 

Driver said through conver-
sations with other superintend-
ents in the region, she has 
learned that some districts’ 
overall insurance costs have 
gone up 30%. 

 

Courtney shifts to 
newly created role 

A new position will save 
Crittenden County Schools 
money and decrease the time 
middle and high school princi-
pals deal with 
minor discipline is-
sues. 

Gaige Courtney 
will be district’s 
School Administra-
tive Manager (SAM) 
when classes re-
sume in August.  

During its meet-
ing June 26, Superintendent 
Tonya Driver explained to the 
board of education that the 
new position was recom-
mended by the Crittenden 
County High School SBDM. It 
will allow principals to shift 
their roles back to teaching and 
leading rather than disciple 
throughout the day.  

The board approved June 26 
to change staffing for In School 
Detention to a classified em-
ployee rather than a certified 
staff member, saving about 
$25,000 per year.  

As the SAM, Courtney will 
handle small disciplinary issues 
such as tardies or phone in-
fractions and will cover lunch-
room duty for principals.  

Driver said the Crittenden 
County High School SBDM is 
choosing to use some of its in-
structional funds for the posi-
tion, and she requested that 
Courtney handle these duties 
for both the middle and high 
school. She said this is new 
role will be evaluated midway 
through the school year. 

 

I-24 welcome center 
toilets out for good 

Due to plumbing problems, 
restrooms in the Christian 
County Welcome Center on I-
24 westbound at the Kentucky-
Tennessee line in Oak Grove 
have been closed indefinitely.  

The welcome center, parking 
lot and vending area will re-
main open, but there will not 
be restrooms available at the 
facility for the time being. Mo-
torists should plan their visit 
accordingly. 

Between 1,500 and 2,000 
vehicles visit the welcome cen-
ter on a daily basis. 

Mitchell is Fredonia 
Citizen of the Year 

Roger Mitchell was named 
Citizen of the Year during last 
week’s Thunder in the Valley 
fireworks and community event 
in Fredonia.  

The award, presented by 
local minister and community 
organizer Presley Lamm, hon-
ors individuals who have con-
tributed significantly to the 
community, often behind the 
scenes. Lamm praised 
Mitchell’s service and said his 
efforts have benefited Fredonia 
for many years. 

Mitchell has been active in 
the community for more than 
30 years. 

 

3 earn WKCTC GEDs 
Three Livingston County 

residents were among the 78 
students who earned their GED 
through West Kentucky Com-
munity and Technical College’s 
Adult Education program dur-
ing the 2024–2025 academic 
year. Gavin Benton, Ashlynn 
Hinchey-Oropeza and Saman-
tha Roewer were recognized 
during the graduation cere-
mony held June 26. 
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10 YEARS AGO 
July 9, 2015 
n About 2,500 people were in Tolu, then boasting a popu-
lation of 88 people, for the sixth annual Fourth of July fire-
works show.  
n The 10u Cardinals baseball team won the Crittenden, 
Caldwell, Dawson and Lyon league’s post-season champi-
onship. Team members were Teague Millikan, Jaxon Hat-
field, Preston Sisco, Jason Milliken, Ayden Boone, Jacob 
Suggs, Travis Champion, Briley Berry, Seth Guess and 
Seth Blackburn. Coaches were Jason Hatfield and Trent 
Guess. 
n Braxton Winders shot a 42 to win the 11-12 boys divi-
sion in the Go Junior Golf Series at Breckinridge Golf 
Course. Sammy Greenwell was second with 43 and Tate 
Roberts third with 47. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
July 6, 2000 
n High gas prices were making the news. In Marion, 
prices for regular unleaded were $1.56. 
n Food Giant, formerly Sureway, in Marion had its grand 
opening. Participating in a ribbon cutting ceremony hosted 
by the Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce were 
Gayle Childs, Melinda Acker, market supervisor Rick 
Cooper, Dedra Clark, Jane Robertson, Sherry Higgs, store 
manager Teakey Grace, Rick Cooper, Melburn Conner, 
Kim Robinson, Food Giant CEO Ron Watkins, Crittenden 
County Judge-Executive Pippi Hardin, Sharon Belt, Pam 
Grace, Gary Hodges, bakery supervisor Amy English, 
Chamber executive secretary Jeanne Hodge, Marion City 
Administrator Barry Gilbert, Bill Lady and produce supervi-
sor Jimmy Graham. 
n 4-H Wrangler Club members Madison Hadfield, Kaylynn 
Herrin, Joseph Fowler, Kristina Wallace and Jackie 
Robertson competed in the Pennyrile Area 4-H Horse 
Show. 
n Crittenden County High School’s cheerleading squad 
qualified to participate in the National Cheerleading Asso-
ciation Finals in Dallas. Eight people earned All American 
nominations included Rhiannon Jenkins, Jodi Martin, Amy 
Graham, Leigh Browning, Katie Stout, Crystal Watson, 
Stacy Wagoner and Tina Rozwalka. 
n Crittenden County High School FFA members Sarah 
Long, Jeremy Binkley, Vince Mitchell, Jenna Haugen, 
Robert Holloman, Brandon Travis, Joey Blazina, Nicole 
Sexton and Scott Rich attended leadership camp in 
Hardinsburg. 

50 YEARS AGO 
July 10, 1975 
n The Marion City Council voted to paint a 12-foot tall red, 
white and blue flag on the side of Marion City Hall at East 
Bellville Street. The design was drafted by Mike Brum.  
n Officers of the Crittenden County Lions Club installed for 
the coming year were Harley Haegelin, president; Doug 
Mullins, Lion tamer; Rogert Linzy, third vice president; 
Jack Easley, second vice president; Mike Hamilton, tail 
twister; R.C. Hamilton, director; Tom Teer, director; James 
Johnson, first vice president; Dr. Howard Mathis, secre-
tary/treasurer; and Nolan Rohrer and Gareth Hardin, direc-
tors. 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

WPKY PHOTO

These seven members of the Crittenden County Lions Club 
represented a portion of the officers installed 50 years ago 
this week. Pictured (front from left) were Harley Haegelin, 
president; Doug Mullins, Lion tamer; Roger Linzy, 3rd vice 
president; (back) Jack Easley, 2nd vice president; Mike 
Hamilton, tail twister; R. C. Hamilton, director and Tom 
Teer, director. Not pictured were James Johnson, 1st vice 
president; Dr. Howard Mathis, secretary-treasurer; and di-
rectors Nolan Rohrer and Gareth Hardin.
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This week Americans 
will celebrate the begin-
ning of our nation’s 250th 
year. July 4, 2026, and 
the weeks lead-
ing up to it will 
be an occasion 
for great cel-
ebration. It is 
amazing that 
our Constitu-
tion and Bill of 
Rights still hold 
after nearly two 
and a half cen-
turies. The re-
public has been 
threatened from 
without and 
within. We have 
made horren-
dous mistakes 
and participat-
ed in violence 
to other nations 
that embarrass 
us today. We have been 
slow to recognize the hu-
manity of all people. And 
yet, those documents 
contain within them the 
seeds of the progress that 
we have seen.

The power and sav-
ing grace of the United 
States is our ability to be 
able to look in the mir-
ror and honestly assess 
ourselves. We are and 
have always been a for-
ward-looking nation that 
has given hope to other 
nations. We have pro-
duced countless heroes 
of all ethnicities and so-
cial ranks. We have been 
called to account by presi-
dents and slaves. We have 
had the freedom to write 
and publish freely. We 
have been led to change 
by historians, journalists, 
scientists, theologians, 
activists, entrepreneurs, 
business leaders, and 
politicians. The journey 

will continue to be messy, 
and we will continue to 
argue and fuss as nearly 
350,000,000 people from 

every nation at-
tempt to keep 
balance and 
remain strong 
enough to have 
the freedom to 
argue amongst 
ourselves. I be-
lieve our best 
days are ahead. 
It is an Ameri-
can trait to be 
optimistic and 
hopeful. 

On June 14, 
1954, President 
Dwight Eisen-
hower signed a 
bill that added 
“under God” to 
the pledge of al-
legiance. Here 

is his statement.
“From This Day For-

ward, the millions of our 
school children will dai-
ly proclaim in every city 
and town, every village 
and rural school house, 
the dedication of our na-
tion and our people to 
the Almighty. To anyone 
who truly loves America, 
nothing could be more 
inspiring than to contem-
plate this rededication of 
our youth, on each school 
morning, to our country’s 
true meaning.”

“Especially is this 
meaningful as we regard 
today’s world. Over the 
globe, mankind has been 
cruelly torn by violence 
and brutality and, by the 
millions, deadened in 
mind and soul by a ma-
terialistic philosophy of 
life. Man everywhere is 
appalled by the prospect 
of atomic war. In this 
somber setting, this law 

and its effects today have 
profound meaning. In this 
way we are reaf昀rming the 
transcendence of religious 
faith in America’s heritage 
and future; in this way we 
shall constantly strength-
en those spiritual weap-
ons which forever will be 
our country’s most pow-
erful resource, in peace or 
in war.”

The context of this law 
is what is known as the 
“Second Red Scare.” This 
was in the years imme-
diately following WWII. 
The Korean War had end-
ed the previous year and 
Senator Joseph McCarthy 
was nearing the end of his 
obsessive search for com-
munist sympathizers. In 
this context “under God” 
was a statement against 
the godless communists, 
Soviets, and their allies 
and sympathizers. There 
were those who could opt 
out of saying the pledge, 
but the pressure was im-
mense to conform.

Those powerful and 
inspiring words “under 
God” have been contro-
versial from time to time. 
The context of when and 
why they were added has 
often been forgotten. They 
have been anachronisti-
cally applied to the 175 
years or so prior to their 
being added. (The original 
pledge was not written 
until 1892.) There is no 
doubt that a nation “un-
der God” is better than 
one that is not. However, 
those words have been 
used to accuse and bully 
others at times. 

Perhaps there is anoth-
er way to look at these 
words in which we could 
rethink and reform them 
into a more Christian con-

text. These words “under 
God” may be applied to 
any nation on earth. It 
is an acknowledgement 
rather than a test of feal-
ty. 

Psalm 33:8-12 says,
“Let all the earth fear 

the LORD,
let all the inhabitants of 

the world stand in awe of 
him!

For he spoke, and it 
came to be;

he commanded, and it 
stood forth.

The LORD brings the 
counsel of the nations to 
nought;

he frustrates the plans 
of the peoples.

The counsel of the 
LORD stands for ever,

the thoughts of his 
heart to all generations.

Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the LORD,

the people whom he has 
chosen as his heritage!”

Believers in the God of 
the Bible understand that 
every human being, every 
family, clan, tribe and na-
tion are under God. Rec-
ognizing this takes pres-
sure off those of us who 
think it is up to us to see 
that it is realized. It will be 
realized sooner if we learn 
to be as God would have 
us to be rather than see-
ing to it that everyone else 
is. Remember: believers 
are dual citizens of God’s 
kingdom (which takes 
precedent and crosses all 
boundaries) and of the 
nation in which they are 
born or naturalized. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

One nation, under God

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Religious Outreach

Jesus works on behalf of all who come to Him
Question: My mother 

was diagnosed with fourth 
stage colon cancer and 
given six months to live. I 
was devastated. I earnestly 
prayed for her to be healed, 
but she died seven months 
later. My faith in God was 
shattered. Why didn’t God 
heal my mother? 

Answer: A royal of昀cial’s 
son was ill in Capernaum. 
He came to Jesus in Gali-
lee and pleaded for Him to 
heal his son. “Come down 
before my boy dies.” “Go,” 

Jesus told him, “Your son 
will live.” The man believed 
what Jesus said to him and 
departed. On his way home, 
his servants met him saying 
that his boy was alive. He 
asked them at what time he 
got better. ‘Yesterday at one 
in the afternoon the fever 
left him.’” The father real-

ized this was the very hour 
at which Jesus had told him, 
“Your son will live,” (John. 
4:46-53). Certainly, God has 
the power to heal.

I don’t know why God 
didn’t heal your mother. I 
know you wanted to keep 
her with you, but God 
doesn’t heal everyone we 
pray for. His ways are be-
yond our understanding.

God’s healing of your 
mother may have been an 
ultimate healing. He may 
have taken her through 

death to heaven where there 
is no more pain, sickness or 
parting. Heaven is a glorious 
place, where believers in Je-
sus will spend eternity with 
God. And, if you are believ-
ers, you will be united with 
her throughout eternity.

 We shouldn’t base our 
faith on the hope for a mir-
acle. The beloved pastor, 
Adrian Rogers, used to of-
ten say, “Believe in miracles, 
but trust in Jesus.”

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Marion fights off threat of economic depression

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

This interesting article 
appeared in The Evans-
ville Courier and Press, 
March 11, 1956.

The gloomy threat of 
economic depression 
which has hung over 
Marion since spar mining 
started becoming unprof-
itable is being 
slowly, but sure-
ly, dispersed.

The reason is 
a citizenry which 
refuses to admit 
defeat; people 
who stubbornly 
continue to make 
Marion their 
home although 
they could do 
better, 昀nancial-
ly, elsewhere and 
sometimes at a 
cost of long dai-
ly commutes to 
and from jobs in 
Evansville, Pa-
ducah and other 
distant towns.

The lean years 
were long ones during 
which all 昀nancial mat-
ters where handled cau-
tiously. Then, little by 
little, this Crittenden 
County seat began to re-
gain a toehold on the eco-
nomic ladder.

–––
Hope for the future
There is still no one 

particular phase of Mar-
ion’s economic recovery 
which stands out about 
all others. Rather, it has 
been a series of compar-
atively achievements. But 
the recovery has reached 
the point of boosting the 
morale of the town.

Merchants are spend-
ing money on long-need-
ed alternation, redeco-
ration and repair. They 
are replenishing and 
bringing up to date de-
pleted stocks. Some, like 
Crittenden Motor Co., are 
building completely new 
quarters.

A general air of opti-
mism is evident in places 
where only recently cau-
tion and near-defeatism 
reigned.

–––
Mi-Marker Company
The Crittenden Motor 

Co. project is an example 
of the spirit which has 
kept Marion going.  Ac-
cording to John H. Wil-
liams, manager of the 
昀rm, the company’s new 
building will cost about 
$30,000.

The motor 昀rm hopes 
to move into its new 
quarters by June 1. The 
move will make way for 
the expansion of Emmett 
Rogers’ marker manufac-
turing operation, a small 
business Rogers started 
to help boost Marion’s 
failing economy. (Rog-
ers’ Mi-Marker Company 
was located where H & 
R Block used to be on N. 
Main St., but once was 

Crittenden Motor Com-
pany.)

There have been big-
ger things, however. Al-
though Shell Oil Com-
pany’s deep oil test near 
here accomplished little 
in the way of 昀nding oil, 
it made history and mo-

mentarily fo-
cused atten-
tion on this 
area. And, 
Shell Oil Co. 
spent an esti-
mated million 
dollars-plus 
on leases for 
the test drill-
ing.

–––
The Turning 

Point
P e r h a p s 

the turning 
point in Mar-
ion’s struggle 
against eco-
nomic ruin 
came, how-
ever, with the 

founding of the Moore 
Business Forms Co. 
branch plant four years 
ago.

The plant immediately 
provided employment for 
about 15 persons, but 
more important, it has 
steadily expanded until 
today is payroll lists 125 
persons.

Two additions to the 
plant’s original building 
have been necessitat-
ed by the 昀rm’s steady 
growth.  One addition 
was built in 1952, the 
other in 1954.

 Active citizens 
down here spotted our 
advertisement, and 
turned their information 
over to R. E. Rogers.  He 
and F. D. Moody owned 
the old 昀uorspar mill 
property.

Rogers and Moody 
agreed to rebuild and al-
ter the buildings to meet 
the needs of our indus-
try – or any industry they 
could get in here.

 Our company’s 
investigation found a 
good labor supply and a 
very favorable attitude on 
the part of local business, 
they wanted industry.

Getman’s company, 
termed the largest of its 
kind in the world, pro-
duces printed business 
forms. Mr. Getman says 
they have not been sorry 
for the decision to locate 
here.  They found that 
Marion is a good town. 

 –––
Rolling Out the Barrel 

(Staves)
Natural resources have 

once again been utilized 
to help this one-time spar 
mining center escape the 
throes of economic de-
pression.

This time it’s the white 
oak tree which is bringing 
needed dollars to Marion 
and vicinity.

The white oaks are be-
ing turned into barrel 
staves, mostly for use of 
the bourbon industry, at 
Leslie Freeman Stave and 
Heading Company’s new 
mill near here.

Principal source of in-
come from the oak tress 
is through the payroll 
distributed among the 
mill’s 28 workers.  But 
the timber is also bring-
ing thousand of dollars to 
area farmers from whose 
land the white oak in tak-
en.

Operation of the mill, 
which was started last 
August, is an interest-
ing one.  First capturing 
the eye is the staggering 
number of staves the tiny 
mill produces.

The major items of ma-
chinery in the mill are 
a double blade cutting 
saw, which cuts the stave 
bolts (timber from which 
staves are made) to the 
correct length, and the 
circular saw which slices 
the slightly curved staves 
from the bolts of white 
oak.

But these saws are 
kept busy almost all day 
every day by 28 men 
working two shifts.  The 
result: Several acres lit-
erally covered by neatly 
stacked staves – more 
than three quarters of a 
million of them.

Mill Supt. Denver Mc-
Cabe, RR3, Marion, 
hopes to make a million 
staves for the spring mar-
ket.

The mill buys lumber 
from dealers who cut 
and deliver it; or stand-
ing timber is purchased 
by the company and it 

sends its own men to do 
this cutting.

All staves classi昀ed as 
bourbon staves are to be 
sold to National Distribut-
ing co., Memphis, Tenn.  
A few staves classi昀ed as 
oil staves, for storage of 
food, oil vinegar, etc., are 
sold in Cleveland.

So far only 昀ve carloads 
of bourbon staves and 
six carloads of oil staves 
have been shipped from 
the new mill.

The company also has 
plants in Evansville, Ind., 
and St. Louis, Mo.  (What 
a shame no known local 
pictures of this mill have 
ever been found, a part of 
our history lost to time.)

–––
Memories of the stave 

mill
Tom Crider in June of 

2024 shared some of his 
memories of the stave 
mill with me. I had asked 
him where it was located 
as I had never read any-
thing about it.

The stave mill was lo-
cated by the railroad 
tracks, across from where 
the tobacco factory used 
to be, its location was 
necessary for the staves 
to be loaded on the train 
cars. (at the end of East 
Gum St.)

Each stave weighed 
100 pounds. Aprons 
would be made from old 
rubber tires because the 
edges of the staves were 
so rough they would tear 
your clothes.

Bolt ends would sell 
by pick-up truck loads 
for 昀rewood because the 
wood didn’t smoke much.  
Other leftover pieces 
would be sold for fence 

posts.
Men would make $1 an 

hour. Tom remembered 
some boys even quit 
school to work here.  

Tom also remembered 
the huge piles of sawdust 
created from the mak-
ing of the staves.  In the 
winter when they would 
freeze, he and friends 
would use them as slides. 

Tom remembered 
George or Oral Weldon 
that lived on the G. O. 
Weldon Road, off SR 135, 
sold one White oak tree 
off his farm for $1,500.

–––

Nice to read how local 
businessmen and citi-
zens worked together to 
help built Marion and 
Crittenden County back 
after the hard times cre-
ated by the loss of our 
spar mines.   

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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Moore Business Forms, Roger’s Mi-Marker Co., and Freeman’s Stave Mill helped get Marion and Crittenden County back on the road to recovery after the devastating loss of 
spar mill productions.



for sale
(2) 15’ x 6”, 8” I-Beam, 
$100. (270) 988-2526. 
(2t-28-p)
Graco LineLazer V 3900-
dual head striper for seal-
coating equipment, used 
one season. $9,000 OBO. 
(270) 969-1559. (tfc)
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

automotive
Build your own off-road 
vehicle. 1994 Jeep Chero-
kee Sport 4x4, 4 door with 
hatchback tailgate. No 
engine, automatic trans-
mission (transmission still 
mounted in Jeep), tires 
still fairly new, plus still 
has air conditioner with 
it. $800. (270) 988-2526. 
(2t-28-p)
2008 Ford F250 Super-
Duty reg. Cab XL pick-
up, 2-door, bright yellow 
and black. Has Tommy 
Gate, construction lights 
on top. Well maintained 
and maintenance, 91,000 
miles. $9,000 OBO. (270) 
969-1559. (tfc)

real estate
House for sale: 3 BR, 
1 bath, metal roof, yard 
barn, garden plot, locat-
ed at 220 S. Weldon St., 
Marion. Great neighbors, 
$46,000. No land con-
tracts. (270) 704-4445. 
(2t-29-p)
For Sale by Owner: Com-
mercial building located at 
73 Nichols Ave., Marion, 
Ky. 60x100 with heat and 
air, 2 of昀ce spaces and 
bathroom. Contact (770) 

527-0910. $265,000-Ne-
gotiable. Possible owner 
昀nancing. (4t-27-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-28-p)

notice
No hunting or trespass-
ing on Don Herrin Farms 
LLC. WIll prosecute. (42-
tfc).
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classi昀ed department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email 
us at advertising@the-
press.com.

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call: 
1-833-770-0957
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 6/30/25.) 
Call 1-866-837-5986
Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-302-4539
BUSINESS SPACE FOR 
RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, 
restroom. Of昀ce desks 
furnished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and inter-
net included. $2,200  per 
month.  Call Bonnie How-
ard, Kentucky Press As-
sociation, 502-223-8821.
BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or 
junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-844-
440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-888-287-
5615
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-
7494
Get DISH Satellite TV 
+ Internet!  Free Install, 
Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv 
and get your 昀rst three 
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One 
Low Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 855-
841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-
353-2982
DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year 
highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call NA-
TIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602
DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations at 
1-833-984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans 昀nd work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-485-3141.

Get a break on your tax-
es! Donate your car, truck, 
or SUV to assist the blind 
and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-877-
581-3053 today!
FOOD SERVICES

Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and 
bonus gifts) for ONLY 
$79.99 (plus s/h.) Save 
$160! 12 new wine se-
lections plus a FREE $25 
Omaha Steaks E-reward 
card every three months. 
Cancel anytime. 100% 
guarantee! Call 1-844-
740-5945 and mention 
code AGJF002 or visit 
www.GetOSWine.com/
sip169
HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-982-
0374
HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! Le-
afFilter is the most ad-
vanced gutter protection 
for your home, backed by 
a no-clog guarantee and 
lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-866-
329-2415 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus 
get 20% off! Seniors and 
military save an additional 
10%. Restrictions apply, 
see representative for 
warranty and offer details
SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. 
Call now and SAVE $350 
today! 1-866-348-8793
NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 
outside noise reduction? 
New, energy ef昀cient win-
dows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & 
FREE quote today. 1-833-
890-2083.  You will be 
asked for the zip code of 
the property when con-
necting.
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – up to 
50% off installation + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-
0302
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-688-8576 to-
day to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 

from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-833-
974-4780
MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angeli-
co, Stromberg. And Gib-
son Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call 
for a quote: 1-833-641-
7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little 
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-833-
360-5407
SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for 
disability bene昀ts if you 
have are between 52-63 
years old and under a 
doctor’s care for a health 
condition that prevents 
you from working for a 
year or more. Call now! 
1-833-641-6772
TIME SHARE/
FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 

in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-977-
4979
WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Dayto-
na, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6058
WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
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The
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Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $7 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



Kentucky’s native wild turkeys are 
spending their summer days eating, 
moving and raising their recently 
hatched poults. The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
asks the public to be on the lookout for 
turkeys as they move around and share 
their observations to help biologists bet-
ter understand and manage wild turkey 
populations in the state. 

“Monitoring our turkey flock for its 
long-term conservation depends on 
teamwork,” said Zak Danks, Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife Wild Turkey Program 
coordinator. “Fish and Wildlife staff 
can’t be everywhere all at once. That’s 
where hunters and wildlife enthusiasts 
across the state can really help, report-
ing turkey sightings to our survey.” 

To report sightings of wild turkeys 
during the survey window, now through 
Aug. 31, visit the Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Summer Turkey Brood Survey 
webpage, or enter the key words “turkey 
survey” in the search bar on the 
agency’s website (fw.ky.gov) to access 

the online survey portal, link to the mo-
bile survey app or download a printable 
form that can be mailed or emailed to 
the department. Data collected through 
this survey help the department to bet-
ter understand turkey population 
trends over time. 

“An easy-to-use mobile phone app 
and website make participating in the 
survey easy,” Danks said. “I’ve compiled 
thousands of turkey observations re-
ported by interested citizens and staff 
into a statewide index that provides a 
glimpse into the summer’s reproductive 

success, which is important to the sus-
tainability of the wild turkey popula-
tion.” 

Hunters across the southeastern U.S. 
have reported seeing fewer turkeys in 
recent years. State fish and wildlife 
agencies are conducting scientific re-
search to shed more light on the status 
of turkey populations. Turkey observa-
tion data gained through the public sur-
vey are used in conjunction with 
research findings, making this citizen-
science data set vital for long-term con-
servation. 

HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS 

Dead period is over 

   The Kentucky High School Athletic 
Association’s annual dead period 
ended on Wednesday after two weeks 
of no school-sponsored sports activity 
or communication with coaches. 
 
SOFTBALL 

CCMS tryout change 

   Crittenden County Middle School 
softball tryouts have been moved to 
5:30 p.m., on Monday and Tuesday, 
July 14-15 at the ball field at Marion-
Crittenden County Park. The team will 
play starting in August.  
 
FOOTBALL 

Rockets gearing up 

   Crittenden County High School’s 
football team will begin preseason 
practice on July 10. It will be partici-
pating in 7v7 scrimmages at Murray 
State on July 18 and at Evansville on 
July 19. The team’s first pre-season 
scrimmage will be Aug. 8 at Murray. 
Another pre-season game will be Aug. 
15 at Madisonville and the regular-
season opens Aug. 22 at Marshall 
County. The Rockets will again partici-
pate in the Class 2A First District, but 
the league makeup has changed. It 
will now include six teams: CCHS, 
Caldwell, Trigg, Ft. Campbell, Mayfield 
and Todd Central. 
 
BASEBALL 

New Rocket MS team 

   Crittenden County is planning to 
field its first official school-sponsored 
middle school baseball team in the 
spring of 2026. The announcement 
was made last week following ap-
proval by the board of education. The 
program will be operated by the high 
school baseball coach Devin Belt. He 
said Trace Adams will be the middle 
school head coach. Adams had been 
coaching the freshman team, which 
will cease to exist. Plans are to have a 
tryout late this summer around the 
time when school starts back. That will 
allow for workouts and fundraising to 
begin. Players in grades 5-8 may try 
out for the team. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                          May 16 - Oct 31 
Coyote night, lights     May 16 - June 30 
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Squirrel                            Aug 16 - Nov 7 
Dove                               Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Crow                                 Sep 1 - Nov 9 
Canada goose              Sept 1 - Sept 15 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Early wood duck                    Sept 20-24 
Teal                                        Sept 20-24 
Turkey crossbow              Oct 1 - Oct 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Deer Youth                           Oct 11-12 
Deer muzzleloader               Oct 18-19 
Turkey shotgun                       Oct 25-21 
Woodcock                        Oct 25 - Nov 7 
Deer gun                               Nov 8-23 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit                            Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Woodcock                     Nov 10 - Dec 10 
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Bobcat                           Nov 15 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Nov 22 
Duck                             Nov 27 - Nov 30 
Canada goose               Nov 27 - Feb 15 
Snow Ross goose         Nov 27 - Feb 15 
White-fronted goose      Nov 27 - Feb 15  
Dove                               Nov 27 - Dec 7 
Coyote night, lights      Dec 1 - March 31 
Turkey shotgun               Dec 6 - Dec 12 
Duck                                Dec 7 - Jan 31  
Deer muzzleloader              Dec 13-21 
Dove                              Dec 20 - Jan 11 
Deer Free Youth                  Dec 27-28 
Crow                                Jan 4 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Feb 14 
Coyote daytime                    Year Round 
Ground hog                          Year Round 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 

@CrittendenPress on Twitter 
CrittendenPress/youtube.com 
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Marion Country Club Stingrays made quite a 
splash July 2, finishing third overall at the 
Audubon Area Swimming Championship, an in-
vitational event featuring five teams from across 
the region. Competing alongside the Calvert City 
Orange Waves, Henderson County YMCA, 
Owensboro Heatwaves, and the Owensboro 
Country Club Thoroughbreds, the Stingrays 
brought home an impressive finish and several 
standout individual performances. 

Grier Crider led the way with a dominant per-
formance, finishing first overall in the Open 
Girls division, while Cash Chappell also claimed 
first overall in the 14U Boys division. The 
Stingrays also saw multiple top finishes across 
a variety of age groups and events, with swim-
mers continuing to improve and gain confidence 
as the season progresses. 

This season, the Stingrays have picked up 
wins in away meets against both the Calvert City 
Orange Waves and the Murray Myst. They will 
return to the pool at home on July 15 for a re-
match against Murray, followed by another 
home meet on July 22 against Calvert City. 

 
Results Audubon Area  

Swimming Championship 
8U Girls 25m Breaststroke Nellie Singleton 4th  
8U Girls 25m Freestyle Nellie Singleton 3rd  
8U Boys 25m Backstroke Heaton Davis 5th  
8U Boys 25m Breaststroke Heaton Davis 3rd  
8U Boys 25m Freestyle Knox McDonald 6th  
12U Girls 50m Backstroke Lily Barlow 5th  
12U Girls 50m Breaststroke Caroline James 4th  
 12U Girls 50m Butterfly Lily Barlow 2nd  
12U Girls 50m Freestyle Lily Barlow 3rd  
12U Boys 50m Butterfly Russell Vince 1st  

12U Boys 50m Freestyle Russell Vince 4th  
14U Girls 50m Backstroke Nora Hollis 2nd, Bella 
Walston 4th  
14U Girls 50m Breaststroke Bella Walston 2nd  
14U Girls 50m Butterfly Nora Hollis 1st  
14U Girls 50m Freestyle Nora Hollis, 3rd, Bella Wal-
ston 4th  
14U Boys 50m Backstroke Cash Chappell 1st  
14U Boys 50m Breaststroke Cash Chappell 1st, 
Jacob Townsend 3rd  
14U Boys 50m Butterfly Jacob Townsend 1st  
14U Boys 50m Freestyle Cash Chappell 1st, Jacob 
Townsend 3rd  
Open Girls 50m Breaststroke Grier Crider 1st, Abi-
gail James 2nd  
Open Girls 50m Freestyle Grier Crider 1st  
Open Girls 50m IM Grier Crider 1st  
Open Boys 50m Freestyle Cale Tabor 6th  
Open Boys 50m Breastroke 4th  
12U Girls Medley Relay 3rd (Lily Barlow, Caroline 
James, Nellie Singleton, Charlotte Vince) 
Open Girls Medley Relay 1st (Grier Crider, Nora 
Hollis, Abigail James, Bella Walston) 
Open Boys Medley Relay 2nd (Cash Chappell, Cale 
Tabor, Jacob Townsend, Russell Vince) 
12U Girls Freestyle Relay 3rd (Lily Barlow, Caroline 
James, Nellie Singleton, Charlotte Vince) 
12U Boys Freestyle Relay 3rd (Heaton Davis, Owen 
Flahardy, Knox McDonald, Russell Vince)  
Open Girls Freestyle Relay 1st (Grier Crider, Nora 
Hollis, Abigail James, Bella Walston) 
Open Boys Freestyle Relay 2nd (Cash Chappell, 
Cale Tabor, Jacob Townsend, Russell Vince) 
 

SWIM 
ROSTER 

The 2025 Stingrays roster 
includes one of the largest 
teams in recent years, 
representing four different 
counties. The team is 
coached by Katie Beth 
James and Kim Vince.  
 
Lily Barlow 
Lauren Boone 
Sky Brown 
WillaBeth Brown 
Beau Byford 
Jordy Byford 
Cash Chappell 
Roger Childress 
Ari Conner 
Grier Crider 
Heaton Davis 
Lawson Davis 
Brendan Eichelberger 
Noah Eichelberger 
Owen Flahardy 
Isabelle Foster 
Paris Foster 
Zoe Foster 
Emma Guess 
Hunter Guess 
Sam Heppner 
Nora Hollis 
Noah Houser 
Beckett Hunt 
Bennett Hunt 
Abigail James 
Caroline James 
Caleigh Maddux 
Catelynn Maddux 
Knox McDonald 
Jed Orr 
Violet Rodriguez 
Hadley Sherer 
Nellie Singleton 
Boomer Snyder 
Cale Tabor 
Koleson Tinsley 
Zaylie Tinsley 
Jacob Townsend 
Charlotte Vince 
Russell Vince 
Reed Wall 
Bella Walston 
Nora Waters 
Maddie Weatherspoon 
Henley Zimmer

Cash Chappell, a veteran swimmer on the Stingrays, won his race in the 50m freestyle recently at Calvert City. 
 

Bella Walston, a newcomer to the Stingrays, competes in backstroke during the 
recent Calvert City meet. 

Reed Wall takes part in the 50m backstroke at 
the Calvert City meet. 

Russell Vince competes in the breaststroke at the Calvert City meet. 
 

Stingrays third at area championship

Results from Audubon event in Henderson

Help sought for summer turkey brood survey 

Three hens and nine poults make their way down a rural Crittenden County roadway.
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Cooling 
Down 

Lifeguard 
Aliyah Mara-
man takes a 
cool sip and 
keeps a close 
eye on kiddos 
in the Marion 
Country Club 
pool on a hot 
day late last 
week. The pool 
is open to the 
public from 
noon until 5 
p.m., on Sun-
days and from 
11 a.m., to 6 
p.m., on Tues-
days.

BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

With Lake Barkley lapping 
gently at the shore behind 
them and the sun beating 
down with its typical early July 
rays, more than 100 folks 
gathered last week in Kuttawa 
to honor one of western Ken-
tucky’s most distinguished 
sons, Justice Bill Cunning-
ham. 

The town officially declared 
July 3 as “Bill Cunningham 
Day,” and a newly named 
street at Silver Cliff Park, Jus-
tice Bill Cunningham Court, 
now bears his name, a lasting 
marker to a man who carried 
the values of rural Kentucky 
into courtrooms and commu-
nities across the Common-
wealth. 

Dressed in his trademark 
seersucker suit, the retired 
Kentucky Supreme Court Jus-
tice looked every bit the South-
ern gentleman statesman as 
speakers took turns praising 
his life’s work. Cunningham, 
born in 1944 on Water Street 
in nearby Eddyville, has worn 
many hats. He was a soldier, 
prosecutor, judge, historian 
and author, and all agreed his 
most defining trait has been a 

steady moral compass. 
“He’s a champion who has 

fought valiantly for truth and 
justice,” said Kentucky 
Supreme Court Justice 
Christopher Shea Nickell, who 
now holds the same First Dis-
trict seat Cunningham once 
occupied.  

“Curiosity, common sense, 
honesty and courage,” Nickell 
said were cornerstones of Cun-
ningham’s life. 

Nickell called the former 
judge and justice’s career an 

inspiration not just through 
the five books he’s authored, 
but in the example he set as a 
public servant.  

“Though he traveled far, he 
never really left home,” Nickell 
said, telling the history of Kut-
tawa, which was a Cherokee 
town and the name means 
something akin to beautiful 
city in the woods.  

Former Commonwealth’s At-
torney G.L. Ovey recalled many 
courtroom days with Cunning-
ham, including some memo-

rable moments in the old, 
dimly lit Smithland court-
house. 

“In your court, the pauper 
and the king received the same 
justice. That’s why he’s re-
spected by all, because he re-
spects all,” Ovey said of 
Cunningham. 

Ovey called Cunningham “an 
outstanding author, humani-
tarian and an outstanding 
human being,” guided always 
by honor and integrity. 

His son, Josh Cunningham, 
offered a more intimate por-
trait.  

“His mornings begin at 5 
a.m.,” Josh said, “thirty min-
utes with the Bible, then 
Shakespeare or poetry to prime 
his mind.” Then he would write 
personal notes or letters to 
people, just to show he cared. 

Cunningham himself re-
minded the crowd that real 
honor lies not in accolades, but 
in action.  

“We must honor those who 
do good for goodness’ sake,” he 
said. “There are a lot of folks in 
this county who do so much, 
this day is also for them.” 

Cunningham pointed to a 
number of new historical 
markers nearby the podium in-

side the park. He had intended 
for this day to be an unveiling 
of sorts for those markers and 
he praised those who helped 
develop them. 

Others who spoke at the cel-
ebration were Kuttawa Mayor 
Barbara Campbell, former 
state prison warden Tom 
Simpson and city council 
member Skyla Grief. 

Justice Cunningham's long 
walk through Kentucky law 
began as Eddyville city attor-
ney and spanned decades, 
from commonwealth’s attorney 
to circuit judge, culminating 
with his election to the state’s 
highest court in 2006. He re-
tired in 2019 after a 40-year 
judicial career. 

Cunningham still writes a 
personal column that periodi-
cally appears in The Crittenden 
Press and other area newspa-
pers. 

Now 80, a veteran, family 
man and writer with deep roots 
in Lyon County, Cunning-
ham’s legacy stands tall, not 
only on paper or in public 
record, but now also on a quiet 
lane beside the lake, in the 
town that shaped him. 

Bill Cunningham reacts alongside Skyla Grief, a city council 
woman and former deputy warden at the Kentucky State Peniten-
tiary, after the new street sign was unveiled, marking Justice Bill 
Cunningham Court inside the park at old Kuttawa.

Bill Cunningham makes a point during remarks at last week’s cer-
emony in Kuttawa. Cunningham periodically writes a personal col-
umn that appears in The Press and other area newspapers.

More than 100 attended the hour-long ceremony on the shore of Lake Barkley last Thursday, on a hot 
summer afternoon.

Justice Cunningham honored with his own day, street

Tudaloo 
Tolu showed out again last 
weekend during its annual Inde-
pendence Day weekend fire-
works show and community 
event. Organizers estimated 
more than 2,500 people at-
tended, with throngs of folks 
showing up by 5 p.m., to enjoy 
food and fellowship. Pictured 
above is the crowd assembled 
just before sundown. At far right 
is Jacob Taylor of Barlow, Ky., 
who was in Tolu visiting his fa-
ther and showing off his patriot-
ism. At near right, are more than 
dozen youngesters packed on 
the merry-go-round which seem-
ingly spun continuously with 
packed seats until well after 
dark.
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THANK YOU - TOLU FIREWORKS

Tolu Methodist Church
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Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture has an-
nounced the upcoming 
release of a new specialty 
license plate aimed at 
promoting and support-
ing the state’s agriculture 
industry while directly 
benefiting youth organi-
zations. 

Friends of Kentucky 
Agriculture plate, set to 
be available in early 
2026, will be open for 
purchase by all Kentucky 
drivers, not just produc-
tion farmers. Proceeds 
will go toward supporting 
Kentucky 4-H, Kentucky 
FFA and the Kentucky 
Proud program. The new 
plate will complement, 
not replace, the existing 
farm plate, which re-
mains available to those 
actively involved in crop, 
livestock or dairy produc-
tion. 

The Department is also 
launching a design con-
test for the new plate, en-

couraging local youth 
participation.  

Active members of Ken-
tucky 4-H and FFA are 
invited to submit original 
artwork that showcases 
the spirit of agriculture in 
the commonwealth. The 
contest opened June 1 
and will close Sept. 5. 
One winning design will 
be chosen, and the stu-

dent responsible will re-
ceive a $500 award. The 
winning entry will be an-
nounced by Oct. 1. 

Design specifications, 
contest rules, and logos 
are available through the 
Department of Agricul-
ture. Full details avail-
able at kyagr.com/agfriends. 

HANDS, from Team Kentucky, helps get 

Visit hands.ky.gov today to get the helping HANDS you need.

Babies don’t come 
with instructions.

HANDS is the next best thing.

Fire broke out shortly after 3 p.m., Friday at a home at 409 West Depot Street in Mar-
ion. Marion Fire Department with mutual aid from Crittenden County Volunteer Fire 
Department responded. Firefighters were on the scene for about three hours. Marion 
Fire Chief Red Howton said the fire started on or around the porch, but the cause is 
unknown at this time. The rest of the home suffered heavy smoke damage. The 
homeowner, Donna Gilley, and other individuals there at the time of the blaze, were 
all able to safely evacuate.

Kentucky Dept of Ag asking 
for help desiging new plate

To make way for a planned multi-million-dollar expansion project, Livingston Hos-
pital last week demolished the Chittenden Building in Salem, which had been used 
for many purposes over the years, including clinic space and administrative offices.

 FLOWER 
Continued from page 1 

seasons. 
Hodge also plans to re-

fresh the gift shop side of 
the business, adding new 
Kentucky-themed mer-
chandise while keeping 
popular items like can-
dles and handcrafted 
wreaths. 

Louise’s Flowers was 
founded in 1975 by 
Louise York, who opened 
the original shop next 
door before moving to the 
current, larger location. 
Through two genera-
tions, the business built 
a reputation not just for 
flowers, but for service, 
including cemetery deliv-
eries for out-of-town fam-

ilies and annual holiday 
arrangements for local 
nursing home residents. 

Hodge wants to carry 
that mission forward, 
with an open house 
planned in September to 
showcase new merchan-
dise and let customers 
reconnect with the shop, 
and with Teena. 
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